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SPEECH 


| Sir Iohn Lenthall 


To The 


* LORD-MAYOR & ALDERMEN 
In The 


GUILDHALL 
LONDOMN, 
The of 165g. 


For the ſatisfying of ſuch as either by miſ:report 
or miſunderſtanding of ſome paſſages in 
it , have excepted againſt ic, 


LONDON, 
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Mayor , 


3 Am very happy that 
SERA G LIL you have given this 
21Y by "43 Committee of Parlia- 
| SW - ment ſuch ſatisfaRion, 

7 © and alſo that we have 


Þ iven this Court the 
Gents of our In- 
tentions; Howv farre the Parliament is 
from giving you any juſt occaſions , [ 
have already given you Aſſurances of, 
and I hope this Conference will give us 
a better and more firm Confidence one 
in the other , that ſo we may walk to- 
gether in.2 mutual and happy Compli- 
ance ; It was hinted by che worthy 
Alderman that ſpoke laſt , how that the 
Poſts and Chains were ſet up for the 
Security of the City , and te prevenc 
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ſuch Dangers as they wete ſo lately 
threatned with, This I muſt confefſe 
was a juſt occaſhon to ſecure your ſelyes 
from hazards of this nature , but why 
it ſhould now be done when your dan- ' 
gers are paſt , and when that Authori. 
ty is in Linn , Which you pretended to 
have fo ardent deſtres too , and which 
( 1 may fay )you cannot fear, when you 
conſider hovy tender they have been to 
the People , how. great Friends they 
have been to the Commerce and Trade 
of this place , and how deſirous they 
formerly have been to preſerve the Pri- 
vileges and Rights of itagainſt all Dan- 
ger and Invaſion; And me thinks 'tis 
po {mall happineſs, that from a Con- 
fuſion fo lately here , there ſhould be 
this Calm and this Tranquility, 

In the ſeveral diſcourſes, I apprehend 
there has been a little glance atthe form 
of Government , and though we have 
ao infiruftions as to thi, yer fince the 
opportunity is given , © will let you 
under- 
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underſtand what I perceive the intenti. 
ons of the Parliament are. Their whole 
deſign is a Common- Wealch Govern- 
ment , that is, that the Nation ſhall be 
Governed by ſucceſsive Parliaments free- 
ly choſen by the People; 1 mnuft con- 
fefſe I know not how this may agree 
with the inclinations of the 'Englith 
Nation. , for it has been my misfortune 
never to have known a quiet or an efta- 
bliſhed Government amongſt us , ſochar 
I can ſpeak but of fuch a one as have 
been informed of , and ſuch a part of 
one, as 1 a little time lived under. 
The firſt is determined by the hand of 
warr, the other difturb'd before rvyas 
brought to perfeQtion , yer under thar lit- 
tle glimpſe we had of what we ſhould 
have, it might eaſily be . diſcovered, thar 
was not likely to be an unproffirable one: 
And I am of opinion, that moſt of this 
Honorable number vill afhcme the fame, 
it being a {caton wherein Trade fo flou- 
ſhed, and the Merchant: made fo: fuc- 
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ceſſefull returns, that I believe moſt of 
you can datethe begetings of your wealth 
from the-time.you were under that Au. 
chority ; And it any of you have had 
loſſes, you mult derive them from ſuc- 
ceeding times, Which haye been very 
-unfortunate to. this Nation;, and moſt un- 
happy to this City, | 
There are in Euripe ſeveral formes of 
Governmernt, ſome .under Monarchies, 
others under Free-States, the firſt may 
be good , the other we are certain are 
very beneficial to the people that live 
under them , as there are many of. you 
can witneſſe from what you have ob- 
ſerved in ſome parts of Italy, Germany , 
France , and from our rich and near 
Neighbours, the Free-States of Holland, 
who have now maſterd the Trade of 
this part of the world, and ſwallowed 
the Engliſh glory and wealth. And I 
am of opinion this proceeds {from the 
very form of Government ; which is 
2mongſt- them , but yer 1 do not like 
it 
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it. ſo well: as 'that I could with an 
imitation. of it here, for. it will neither 
agree with the intereſt; nor the people 
of this Nation ,- it not -being generous 
enough for ſo magnanimous a peo- 

e, | 

I have ſpoke all this- my Lord bro- 
kenly , becauſe 'tis only to anſwer . ob- 
jeRions thac. haye been made, and I 
am very ſenſible of the. .crouble 1 have 
detaind. you with, I ſhall therefore 
conclude with this advice, that this 
City would be carefull how they make 
cauſeleſs jealouſies , and by making pre- 
parations againſt them you may. create 
real dangers; For tis not my. obſervati- 
on only, but: of the beſt Hiſtorians, 
That when too much miſtruſt of their 
dangers have been infuſed into the 
multitude, they make their relorts to 
numbers and very quickly increale and 
commonly the 'molt indigent are the 
moſt luxurious, when having their 0- 
portunity: they become their own Care 
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vers} and if onder-hand "this be com» 
poled for the bringing in of the King), 
( as thac is che opinion of many”) why 
then certainly if he "found the © indi- 
gent did his bufineſſe , "ris his intereft 
to enrich them with the wealth of 
thoſe that wete lefle aRive though not 
leſs defous ro have the thing done. 

Thus'my Lord, I have given your my 
opinion , and my advice muſt be, That 
your Lordſhip , with the reft of this Ho+ 
norable number , would' make it yout 
endeavours to appeaſe the diſtrations not 
to inflame them , the one reliſhes muck 
of prudence , the other of Precipitancy. 


